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Interiors by

chmeider

(Corner Eye) £X. 3-1905
Plenty. of Free Parking

YOUNG
HOMEMAKERS
SHOW & SALE

Now you know it's truly spring —

when we have our traditional celebration of
that old feeling. While love is sweeping

the country, swoop down on us for furniture
finds we've assembled especially for you who
appreciate the vital and vibrant in home decor.
The most significant trends. The now-and-then
looks. One-of-a-kind and hard-to-find treasures.
Our talented interior design group is eager

to show you how creating a beautiful, original
and personal atmosphere is more a matter of
magic than money. There is no extra charge
for their valuable services.

STOREWIDE SAVINGS OF 10, 20, 333 %

OPEN MON. & THURS. UNTIL .9 P.M. OTHER DAYS UNTIL 6

2 The Washington Post  POTOMAC  Sunday, Moy 18, 1949

Potomac

© 1969 The Woshington Post Compony

on the cover: Douglas Chey-
alier's photagraph takes us to
Howard University campus {or a
visit with Col. William R, Cor-
win Shelby Coftey 1l recounts
this cold war warrior’s adven
tures 1in the story on page 13

Take Note! 7
They Rescue You From Bees !
by Mitzi Pierce

Revolution On His Mind 13
by Shelby Coffey 111 :

photographs by Frank Hoy

The Man Who Likes To Walk 27
by Michael O°Connell
illustrations by the author

Potomac Fashions : k7
Shibui -
by Dorothy Le Sueur
photographs by Edward Hardin )
In Heaven There Is No Beer 36
by Toby Thompaon
photographs by Frank Hoy .
Potomac Dines 43
Masterful Oven Cookery
by Donald Dresden

Potomac Games 4“4

---last weeks's answer s on page 46 _

From the Editor:

William R. Corsonis a 43-vear-old tough guy
and former CIA operative whose dedication to
free enterprise amazed and slightly appalled
author Mary McCarthy when she visited his
pacification unit in Vietnam. He is a retired
Marine officer whose writings upset the Corps; a
Howard University economics lecturer (white)
on the verge of being fired. He is much a man of
action and just as much a man of words; the
words of Corson on Corson are reported today by
Shelby Coffey 111.

Author-painter Michael O'Connell questions
today the tyranny of the car in the suburb over a
man who really likes to walk. Toby Thompson
finds overtones of the best of Germany in a
Cabin John country-music beer joint.

Next weck, Philip D. Carter introduces the
hill people of our suburbs: Appalachia ifi Wash-
ington.

—JOE ANDERSON
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Lt.Col. Corson on Lt. Col.Corson

Marme With Revolution
on His Mind

By Shelby Coffey 11

Lt. Col. William R. Corson is a retired
Marine who looked back in anger, wrote a
book on Vietnam in 1968 called The Be-

trayal and thereby pitched the Pentagon

into a flurry of threats and promises. He's
more. He's also a child of the tough side of
Chicago who entered college at 15. He has
led Marines in combat in three wars, is
getting a Ph.D. in economics, and was one
of that special, romantic breed of tough
idealists who quietly fought the Cold War
in Asia. He is one of America’s leading
experts on revolution. He still consults for

* the-Pentagon on-*‘matters of national secu- ..

rity” but refuses to take a fee. Glittering
names sprinkle his conversation like frag-
ments in a meteor shower . . . “And thenl

Al

told Jack Kennedy in the White House”

. “Fermi told me I'd never be a physi-
c15t because 1 was too pragmatic” . . « (on
the phone) +Tell Gen. (Maxwill) 'I‘aylor to
shoveit. . .

A friend calls him “one of the hardest
sons of bitches ever to come down the
pike” and Corson quotes him approvingly.

If it weren’t for the bitterness and the
“many prices I paid’’ the whole tale of Wil-
liam Corson would read like a chapter out
of some Captain America fantasy, com-
plete with cape and M-16, with intellec-

. tual brilliance and barracks curses.
‘When Bill Corson, 43 and filled with

irony and anger and even hope, reviews
what has gone before, these are among the

things he enumerates as having been part.
of it: ) -

o He carried the fuse of the first hydro-
gen bomb in the trunk of his car from Port
Chicago to Oakland, California in 1953.

® He was in charge of Marines assigned
to guard American negotiators at Panmun-
jon, in case the enemy trivd to overrun the
negotiations.

® He played golf on a monthly basis
with one of the top communist espionage
agents in the Far East.

e He was one of the first Americans to
tour Hiroshima and Nagasaki after the
atomic bombs fell and this “had a great -

effect” upon him. .
Continued on next page
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CO['SOI’] Continved

® He led the Marine “Combined Ac-
tion”’ pacification program in Vietnam
which produced what his admirers claim to
be our only victory in that war. The 78
hamlets that Corson’s troops worked with
held fast during the major Tet offensive in
1968. As far as anyone can tell.

At the moment, Bill Corson lives in

comparative quiet in Chevy Chase, Md.
with his second wife and two sons. Dark
crescents of fatigue usually underline his
gray eyes. He smokes heavily, dresses in
somber suits, refers to Robert E. Lee as his
military hero and thinks Jesus Christ was
a perfect man, “even though I'm not a
Christian.”

He is getting his Ph.D. in Chinese money

““policies “(from” American University) and - -

has been lecturing at Howard in
economics. But there again controversy
has tinged his position as it has much of
his life.

His voice has the texture of pouring
sand, ‘an officer’s voice at a briefing of ap-
ple-cheeked second lieutenants.

‘And sometimes, just to make sure you
remember who you're talking to, the voice
will slide into something like “I could kill
you in eight seconds . . . But I don’t have
the instinct for that sort of thing any-

”»

more,

“‘ﬁ . the colonel, though sometimes
scary and what he might call Machiavelli-

an, lsnotaSpook v

(

Sorry about that, Mary. But Bill Corson’
was Spockier than Halloween. A ‘“Spook”]
in common parlance, is-a CIA agent. Not
long ufter the Korean eonﬂlct «Corson took‘

fulfill«specxal asslgnments for ““{he" Com-
pany.’ Six; mne - twélve: month assighs
ments in “Asxa—that s all’ anybody ‘needs
to! know—as far west as, Palustan v

Now and again, lecturmg to classes and
different. groups, he will use examples from

“thoge "days, like-the- Nationalist- Chinese

team of commandoes which was ques-
tioned so thoroughly by personnel au-
crats just before their mission that, shgken
into Hamlet-like self-doubts, they weréall
captured behind the Bamboo Curtain
within 24 hours.

0

And Corson will illustrate how selective
terrorism can quash a revolution by re-
membering the actions of Ngo Dinh
Diem’s secret police in the Vietnam of the
late 50s. He remembers how the police
would come into a village, line up every
20th man against a wall and—seemingly

with no malice or reason—shoot them to

death. The enemy . .National Libération
Front; Corson says, could m3¥e little head-
way with the thoroughly cowed popula-
tion.

There are hints of more personal viol-
ence, mentions of men who had their
hands chopped off in order to seize brief-
cases locked onto their wrists. Corson al-
ludes, evades, remembers. . You conjure
images: . . . “I told Jack Kennedy” . . .
the Chambers of Might in the Pentagon

. . quiet brutal reports to graying policy-
makers in the CIA . . . the striking of Sa-
tanic bargains in the Orient . . . the sheer
endless labor of the new languages, the
unreliable contacts . . . Corson lets the
images grow one minute. He knocks them
‘down the next.

“We were whores,” says Corson, staring
gloomily into a glass of cheap bourbon and
water at home, “cleaning up the garbage of
America’s mistakes.”

The brutal imagery of the ambivalent
lover. The almost flirtatious hints of what
really went on.

One acquaintance wha has known a
number of the military men who carried
out “special assignments” for the CIA sees
them as a type. The greatest public success
achieved by any member of the group was
Au' Force Ma) Gen Ed Lansdale’s dxs-

Phlhppmes (Magsaysay was Presxdent of
the Philippines when the Communist
revolt there was crushed.)

A lot of the military-Agency men in Asia
through the 50s tried to duplicate that
success, tinkering with revolution and
counterrevolution in different countries.

“The acquaintance feels that this type had

the almost cliched qualities of idealism,
romanticism and cynicism in common.
Continued on page 16

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/23 :

CIA-RDP90-00965R000201310009-9



LU L IIIHIJ ]l IlullllﬂlllII\IHIII‘HIIIIIIIII| (S

i

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/23 CIA RDP90 00965R000201310009 9

The Woshinglon Post  POTOMAC  Sunday, Moy 18,1969 13

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/23 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000201310009-9



Dt 1 1 v g 1 T T A
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/23 : CIA- RDP90 00965R000201310009 9

Corson commes

“As much as they might like to curse
everything and threaten to quit or threaten
to write a hook, they'd be back up in the
hills in a month if they thought it would
accomplish anything.”

But beyond this deadly business that
baffles and intrigues, serious personal‘con-’
sequences could result. For example, when
Corson was off on the half- -year and year-
long tours in Asia, his family didn’t know
where he was, didn’t know if he was dead
or alive. Corson was divorced from. his first
wife in 1964, and he counts the marriage as
“‘a casualty of the Cold War . . . that was
Just one of the prices many people playing
games with the Communists in Asia paid.
One of the prices for keeping this country
afloat.”

Looking surprisingly like a scaled-down
George C. Scott with his broken nose, thin
L lips, and high forehead topped by graying
' curly hair, Bill Corson is explaining the

intricacies of being a slumlord to his ecom-
ics class at Howard. The class sits in rapt
attention while he shows how two men can
keep selling a $100,000 house back and
forth to each other and clear over $60,000
every two years. Corson is not an orthodox
teacher. Metaphors sprinkle his discussion
of abstracts; he constantly tries to relate
theory to “the real world.”

He is not professionally popular with the
economics teachers at Howard, and they
“recommended ~that his one-year-contract——
as a lecturer not be renewed. But after the

- class several qtudents stick around to talk
about the economics of the ghetto

“I'm a slum kid-myself,” says Corson. *
can understand what they're talkmg
about.”

But Bill Corson was a very special slum
kid who had a powerful angel. His parents
were divorced when he was 2; he spent
some of his childhood with his grandpar-
ents in Chicago and had a newsstand at
the age of 10. When he was 14, he took off
for a year of banging around the country, a
year of picking fruit and learning how to

. gamble. As a migrant worker, he met a
number of blacks and considers it pgssibly
“the most revealing period” of hi\life.
Finally, Corson relates that he was calved

Continved on page 18
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GEICO does business directly with its

- policyholders, saving a large part of 'y .09 States, its possessions or Can- Fermi helped him decide physics was not Siiver Spring

. pacs thest e o ene 8da. GEICO ia licensed in every state | his field. Suffering from malaria, picked 's Rodio
bp:::hi :a; e::v:’r;g: xot]:- : srll:s- . ll:‘:'::: and the District of Columbia, up in the Pacific, he went to the University 2414 University Bivd. West
That’s why you-enjoy lower rates for , 1f You never realized it pays to shop of Miami to teach and study economics Upper Marthero

the same protection. What’s more, you
may pay your premiums in easy install-
Inents if you wish.

GEICO is one of the largest insur-

o : . have now. Phone or visit a during those vears. Co.
ance companies in America—with over era"glc you fice uring ¥ : ' X
1,250,000 policyholders. Best’s Insur- local GEICO °. today. Corson says he never meant to be a cru- Pontiac Co.
ance Reports, leading authority on in- Hf you don’t qualify for GEICO* sader but- was somehow the leader of a .

surance companies, consistently gives
GEICO its highest rating: “A Plus
(Excellent).”
GEICO's country-wide claim service is -
second to none
GEICO not only saves you money-its
fast, fair claim service is one of the

When you insure with GEICO you are

. protected wherever you drive in the

for auto insurance—why not compare
rates right now ? If you are eligible, you
may be amazed to find out how much
GEICO can save you for the same cov-

If you do not meet GEICO’s eligibility
requirements, you may still obtain high-
quality protection and “country-wide

claim service from our affiliate, Cri- °

terion Insura
what hi;
in the District of Columbia and every

Company, at some-

. ] - C
&4 OI'SON Cominved Avoiloble ot these dealers;
I never reallzed " WASHINGTON, D.C.
e up in a knifefight in which a good friend, ARA
n » Py »y dying in Corson’s arms, told him to go 7614 Goorglo Ave. NW.
it paid to ‘shop’ |~ e e s
< Corson went to work for the Chicago lﬁ-';l Y
s ” Daily News, where publisher Frank Knox, 930 O S1., N.W.
for auto insurance!” | :-imoriizio | S
] clamation program on the bustling young 1513 hlond Ave., NE
: man. At Knox’s urging, he took an exami- m :‘:"
L o = e nation.ard became a scholarship student  AADY
Compare . . . GEICO, rates for the full coverage prowded‘ by the in math and physics at the University of “;}:A.RYLAND :
Family Auto Policy save you as much as $20, $35 and, in some Chicago, where Knox was on the Board of {]. Beltsvilie Avto Store
cases, $55 or more a year on rates of most other companies. - Trustees. R 10478 Bok. Bivd
y .‘
.When World War II broke out Corson Sothesda
i o "®yined the Marines as a reaction against Motors
If you have never shopped for auto in- holders renew their expiring policies his Phi Gamma Delta fraternity brothers, 4800 Eim St.
surance, it may have cost you hundreds each year—one ‘ol the highest renewal who were all taking the “clean sheet Sowle Avto
of dollars over the years.  records in the industry. route,” joining the Navy, traditional war- ”".“ m"“‘ A Store
F :ré’"'i 30 y e:;rs, GE'COCLGOW"'; Two convenient drive-in claim centers time haven for the upper crust. . Germantown
has been offering savings on aute Ln, TC €ive you faster, more effcient serv- He served as an enlisted man in the Pa- Alton's AEC
surance to government employees. And  i°& GEICO now has TWO convenient cific campaigns in Guam and Bougain- Atomic Energy Comeission
: . drive-in claim centers. One is at Wis- . ﬁl Lawrel
now, even if you're not a government consin and Western Avenues, opposite ville, became a Gunnery Sergedht, and was Ford Co
Cmplyee-it you have & professional, 1,44 Taylor. The other is on Lees. | Part of a commando tea designated to Wosh. Bivd, & Contee R4
;e:n:m:l'nlapozilgo:t:;;:xvet'oz e;:a‘a:: burg Pike near Baileys Crossroads. pick up Japanese atomic scientists—until Mariow NHeights
as muﬁ a3 $20, 835 and, in some cases, L Deo¢ facilities are open daily 8 AM it was found out that the Japanese were oty POI.l‘iot
; 4 ¢ ' 10 4:30 PM, Saturdays 9 AM to 1 PM. . N 1 4722 5. -
$55 or more a year on rates charged by .. 1o 3 DR - . still laboring in the Dark Ages of nuclear ond Crawford
. g Drive right in. An on-the-spot disposi- .
most other companies for the full cov- tion of your claim will be made. development. - . 4533 S1. Barnobas Rd.
erage of the Family Automobile Policy ! whe. you drive After the war Corson went back to the Chevrolet Inc.
How GEICO can offer you lower rates University of Chicago and concentrated on 4400 Branch Ave.

economics for a year, after Dr. Enrico

and became embroiled in another con-
troversy as a result of the “Joe McCarthy

group that refused to be intimidated by
such overreactigns as a Florida State Leg-
-islature ban on discussing segregation in
the classroom. -

|___ After writer Mary McCarthy (who later
went to Hanoi at the invitation of the

influence” that was frightening academics -

PANASONIC®

1801 M1, Vernon An..
Morris Kotz & Sons

A . : state except Massachusetts. Phone or | North Vi t isited him i i
. finest in the field. More than 1,300 53! ti orth Vietnamese) visited him in the hills Polk Motor Co.
professional claim( representatives visit a GEICO office for info ton. above Danang in 1967 to see what his paci- 1846 King St.
throughout tl}t‘e country are ready to : . fication program was ‘up to, she quoted r" o th?'“" Co.
:gl::e :-o:e ﬁceoi:r:o:ﬁdrz&?; tg';‘tlg NEW' ﬁfs'gg ow mp:g:’;‘,": him as telling her that he had thrown a - Aruigton
that 96 out of every 100 GEICO policy- dwellers in the Local Area. newspaqerman down the 8.'.8"'8 m_Chicago Joe Heishman's YW
] : for “calling me a Communist and a Fascist 3212 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
— in the same breath.” Actually, he says, gw Mort
To find out how e or visit any of our convenient officss that happened in Florida and helped lead Foits Church
much you can ssve "m 0|.Nel' 6 lm No obligation. No salesman will eall. to Corson’s rejoining the Marine.Corps in Bill Page Pontioc
DOWNTOWN — 1705 L Street, N.W. ARLINGTON-—1208 No. Nartford St. at Wilsen Bivd. ~ 1950. Corson says Miss McCarthy may 6713 Ardington Bivd.
‘s’:"‘:"g:"'g :a‘:n': 330PM, _ mgxz Bahte 330 P, have gotten her facts wrong because during Falls Church Motors
CHEVY CHASE—Wisconsin and Western Aves,  BAILEYS CROSSROADS — 5885 Leashurg Piks the course of their conversation he asked 334 N. Waskington Bhvd.
Open: Daily s"m to § PW, Open Daily 8 AM to 4:30 PM, her to stay the night with him. She refused ,Kom m &
Sa;;y:ay?l to 1 PM - Saturday 9 AM to 1 PM _ and he accused her of lacking the proper y )
os:?" 3:'"; 330 “ 0 3, ", Open Caity 9:30 AM 10 6 PM, . r:)!:l;lhtlt_; sxgnt. Sl:)ed woultti) hav: enjoyed- Lee Volksw:
urday 9: o 6 PM, turday 9:30 AM to 6 PM, 1t,” laughs Corson today, “‘but she trotted 6571 Backiick Rd. 1
iv:s.:lon.,!hws.. Fll.,l09.3:::E - &m-,m&.ﬁl” t09:30PM back to safety in saigon‘” ) r’. C.u; T
—. . PARKING AT ALL TIONS Hecht Co. Center
. - . B ) Tyson's Comer Shopping Center
{ i GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES |. ghiot long after an incident occurred that || Worrewten
Uy, INSURANCE COMPANY g&e Corson “the reason toget up at 5a.m. || WcClanahan Comera & Sownd
AR :::)oamuuts * HOME OFFICE: WASHINGTON, D-C. every morning” to write his own book on - m"”‘;:;'co
Porery : LlFE 0 FIRE . HOMEOWNERS .. BOAT . OVERSEAS the war..A young Marine in the pacifica- :
IGE'CO] Coatt s o o oneORILE HOME oo tion program—“a fine monument of a Pemeesic hte Product Bt
Continued on page 20 OV. 3. 5673
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. ] COI'SOH Continued
Thinking about a ,
g man”—was mortally wounded, and Cor-
COMPUTER son was with him as he waited for the
evacuation helicopter.
Y . ) “He said to me, ‘Colonel, doesn’t any-
PRO (]RAMMING : body care?’ I told him they did. He asked
me why someone didn’t tell them the truth
SCHOOL ? about the war. I said I would. And he
grabbed me by the arm and said ‘Colonel, -
do it!” Then he died, right there in my

_ arms.” Lo
. thicl Upon return from Vietnam, Corson had
Th en thlnk abOUt thls’ : . s . plannéd to retire but was asked to serve in
MORE THAN zo SCHOOLS IN THE WASHINGTON AREA ADYERTISE ) the Pentagon because of his Asian experi-
COMPUTER PROGRAMMING INSTRUCTION and selecting one ?';:;tw":: :':ef};':'hed ’"'i l:.e:b':y;' he
can be confusing. The fuition per hour of instruction is about the ! A 1t w . partment o avy,‘
same, but what you get for it may not be. The problem is :’h'Ch passed nf'along. Then what he calls
telling the difference. Your decision will be easier if, when the treatment” started. ;
cousidering a school, you - “People would tell me I was a shoo-in for
ASK THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. General, there was a medal in the mill, I
) ) was slated to go to the War College . . .
How many hours of instruction does the school provide? ¥ then they started to get nasty and some
The Institute of Computer Academics gives 500 hours of programming apple-cheeked lieutenant would start to
instruction, many schools offer less. Obviously, you can only learn as make threats . . . Then they threw the Big ‘
much as someone takes the time to teach you. — Knife and tried to hold up my retirement.”
o """ How mdny computer “languages” will you be taught? S - . The *crunch was.on,” and Corson’s new -
" With 1L.C.A., you will be taught 5, most other schools teach only 2 or 3 L wife and children were worried. But not
.1st, 2nd or 3rd generation computers — which does the school use? E;Ll C’(;‘r:o n.EH: slept well.khWhe: you l\;e
LC.A. has installed a 3rd generation UNIVAC 9200 computer at the n h e Enlorcer, you ow how the
. school. In addition, students have time-shared access to a multi-million : game is played. Generals forget the rules.
dollar UNIVAC 1108 system. Many schools do not even own their equip- They think they can do anything.”
ment but buy time from someone else. He broke the story to The Washington :
How much actual computer time is the student allowed? . Post. As embarrassing national stories
Our class size is limited to allow maximum computer usage for each bedeviled the Pentagon, the Pentagon re-
student. Simply put, you can only learn s0 much from a text book. The 1 treated. In July of 1968 he became a
amount of experience you will have had actually writing and “debugging" . . T, . .
programs will be important to getting a good position. . private citizen. Five days later his book
) ) was published, to generally high praise. In
D’oes the f'- '1';"8‘?":" p programming exclusively and have adequate ' a concise style, sometimes Menckenésque
 classroom facilities? ) . _ ) : in its rage, he blasted the Vietnamese
We feel the serious student’s best interests are served when hé is taught " . :
in a “total computer environment” rather than being a small part of a government, American involvement .nd
multi- X I busi hool. LC.A. teach p program- Army strategy. Some of the conclusions
* ming lusively — in a modern school that covers over 5,000 sq. fi. N about subjects of which he did not have
.Is placement guaranteéd? . ﬁrst‘-ha_nd k.nowledge are reputed to be)
No responsible school can make that claim. What the student should - . dubious, points to quibble- over. But the
w-schoot-thet-epproaches_the pl Lof_its graduate pro-_ ing of a splash. As one
fessiomatty. 1.C.A. retains a full time pl lor who ts . B

Marine still in the Pentagon puts it; “He
( i . ought to thank the Corps for helping publi-
If you are planning @ career in computer programming, may we invite you to con- ) cize the damn thing.” .

sider The Institute of Computer Academics. . : Corson, for his part, says that certain
i - YOU WILL ALSO LIKE TO KNOW that we do not send representatives to the Kome. )

and counsels the student in obtaining employment._

3 As for tuition, if you are ptod pay plans .ra available. b Continved on poge 22
WRITE OR CALL TODAY. ' ~¥
Director of Admissions Phone: 525-3166 . FURNISHED .

Please send mé a student handbook and advise me when an intetview may be arranged. MORE 'ENANTS "
L - : : : Tbe Road to Paradise

- . lN i FUN FOR EVERYONE
NAME —— PHONE THE WASHINGTON POST - Round.trp thiu scrnic Penna, Amih

‘ . ,b * Countsy oo real oldtime steam train.
: - N - _ AWTI LS CmDNEN Sbe
L. ............. S \ . St L2340m
5 R o . STATE- 21p: - L Sontons i By L2 24 508
b AN — _ s
s

I am able to come to the Institute for an interview between the hours of ~ : ONE

and __________ on the following days, - ) PHONE CAI.l
This adverti p as an ed ional service of the Insti of C Acadi . DOES ":
1223-6200

Insgitute of Computer Academics ' . HOMES

)

B

: 1701 North Ft. Myer Drive
:

|

|

Arlington, Virginia 22209° . F lND

.
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Ile 1 you take on

' There's nothing dainty or -
fancy about McDonald’s
o Big Mac. It's a triple decker

mountain of good eating to
satisfy (and then some) the
bigger-than-average appetite.
Two 100% pure beef
hamburgers . . . a slice of
melty-cheddary cheese ..
crisp shredded lettuce . . .
scoops of McDonald’s own
special sauce. All between
three layers of a freshly
toasted pun.

‘&

McDonald’ is your kind of place,
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Corson comines

figures in the Johnson Administration
were the ones who really didn’t want to see
it published, men whose careers depended
on the Vietnam war going well. He claims

that the book was brought up in one of the §

“ad hoc Security Council'ineetings and was
finally dismissed as not being too harmfuyl
since, as one of the members reputedly put
it: “Nobody reads books anymore.”
Growing heated over what is happening
in the Pentagon, over vested interests at

. large and the men who can think of noth-

ing except to “‘cover their asses,” Corson
calls the building “‘a bucket of vomit.”

Gesturing to huge rows of white paper-
hack books in his den, Corson says, “There
are all the Chinese books on revolution. In
Chinese. I'veread them . . .”

The subject of revolution is still one of
Corson's major concerns. The jargon of
revolution and mathematics sometimes
clutters his conversation. He thinks Amer-
ica may be in the embryonic stages of a
revolution and is in fact working on a new
book about students and blacks and how

* they fit into the social elements necessary

for revolution.




Rt g AT RN L |

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/23 CIA R

Late in April his own black students
were hinting that some of the militants on
the campus might make an issue of his
unrenewed contract, though it would take
a back seat to the issue of who would be
named president of the University. Corson
advised his students against such action
and told them to take it as a good lesson in
how *‘the Establishment reacts” to the
unconventional.

He called his enemies at Howard “‘Uncle
Toms who feel threatened” by his vitality
and unorthodoxy.

Bill Corson looks back for a model to
Robert E. Lee, who also was a teacher after
completing his military service. “‘Lee was
the only truly great general in American
history . . . and take a look sometime at
how he handled racial discrimination and
student riots at his college (Washington
and Lee in Lexington, Va.).

“Lee had this compassion for humanity
that most generals lack . . . the butchers
always wind up being the heroes.”

Perhaps it is this sense of humanity and
curiosity about people that is part of the
key to understanding this man. One jour-
nalist who knew him in Vietnam says he
was generally regarded as one of the most
popular commanders there and, *possibly
more importantly, he really cared about

-the Vietnamese people. for all his ranting
and raving at times."
" And Corson loves to talk about how he
has gambled in every country in the Orient
in an effort to get a reading on people. His
knowledge of “*Elephant Chess' (similar to
Western chess) helped his pacification
program immensely, but he still prefers
five-card stud.

And finally this sense of a man'’s actions
—his limitations and his victories in the
struggle for a destiny—is connected with
his espionage work. “One of the reasons |
got out,” he says, “'is because issues and
‘interests’ had overtaken men. One man
couldn’t make that much difference any-

At the moment he plans to study the
ties more deeply and is applying for posi-
tions in varioué colleges. Both roles will
call for his knowledge of revolution. He will
continue to consult for the Pentagon. You
get the feeling that if “‘the crunch was on™
again for his country, really and truly and
without too many bureaucrats nosing into
his work, Bill Corson might go “back up in
the hills again’’ where one man could make
a difference.

In the meanwhile, though, “We have a
fire going here at home with the unrest and
the disadvantaged . . . And this is the
country my sons are going to inherit. I've
got to do something about America’s prob-

lems now.”
Shelby Coffey 111 is an assistant editor
Potomac.
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